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What is Sustainable Development 
in the Urban Context?

“Sustainable development is development that meets the needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. It contains within 
it two key concepts:

• the concept of 'needs', in particular the essential needs of the world's poor, to which 
overriding priority should be given; and

• the idea of limitations imposed by the state of technology and social organization on 
the environment's ability to meet present and future needs.”

– Brundtland Report, 1987

So how do we develop our urban area without sacrificing 
sustainability?



SDG #11 Sustainable Cities And Communities
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Who are the Urban Poor?

“… people at the bottom end of the income distribution, particularly 
those living in slums, who have limited access to affordable housing 
and basic services.”

Baker and Gadgil (ed.) 2017. East Asia and Pacific Cities: Expanding Opportunities for the Urban 
Poor. The World Bank: Washington DC.
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“Penduduk miskin adalah penduduk yang memiliki rata-rata pengeluaran per kapita per 
bulan di bawah garis kemiskinan. ”

BPS. 2020. Laporan Bulanan Data Sosial Ekonomi Juni 2020



Why does the urban poor matter to 
sustainability?

• Several points to consider 
here:
• Urbanisation rate is 

skyrocketing
• With one billion estimated 

to be living in the urban 
areas of developing 
countries by 2030, are the 
cities ready?

• If not, what will happen?
• Slums/informal housing
• Precarious income
• Insufficient basic 

infrastructure
• Insufficient health 

services

Petrillo and Bellaviti. 2018. Sharing Knowledge for Change. Universities and New Cultures of Cooperation: Transnational Research and Higher 
Education for Sustainable Global Urban Development in Sustainable Urban Development and Globalization.



“… a world where everyone can live in a safe home 
with the promise of a decent life of dignity, good 
health, safety, happiness and hope.”

Un-Habitat, The Istanbul Declaration on Human Settlements, in Population and Development Review, 
Vol. 22, No. 3, September 1996, pp. 591–594.

Petrillo and Bellaviti. 2018. Sharing Knowledge for Change. Universities and New Cultures of Cooperation: Transnational Research and Higher 
Education for Sustainable Global Urban Development in Sustainable Urban Development and Globalization.



What is “development”?



“Today, how do we redefine an action that aims to support more equal 
and sustainable processes of development that may combat 
deprivation, marginality, exclusion, conflict and which on the contrary 
may promote the well-being and cohesion of community and 
territories?”

Petrillo and Bellaviti. 2018. Sharing Knowledge for Change. Universities and New Cultures of Cooperation: Transnational Research and Higher 
Education for Sustainable Global Urban Development in Sustainable Urban Development and Globalization.



What is resilience?

“… in complex adaptive systems, resilience is best defined as  the ability 
to withstand, recover from, and reorganize in response to 
crises.”
(Martin-Breen and Anderies, 2011)



How can the urban poor become resilient?

The Urban Poor have little to no ability to:

- Withstand crisis

- Recover from crisis

- Reorganise in the wake of crisis

Then how can they become resilient?

Whose responsibility it is to ensure 
their resilience?



Urban Poor and the Public Health

Factor Situation
Economic 
condition

Irregular employment, poor access to fair credit

Social condition Poor education, gender inequity

Living 
environment

Poor access to water and sanitation, overcrowding,
insecure housing

Access to health 
services

Lack of access to public health services

Health and 
disease

High prevalence of diarrhoea, fever, and cough

Agarwal, et al. (2007)



Challenges in Improving Public 
Health for the Urban Poor

•Illegality of slum/housing

•Inadequate public health services

•Lack of coordination among stakeholders

•Low demand for services (complacency)

•Greater focus for rural poverty

•Poor environmental condition

Agarwal, et al. (2007)



Approaches to Improve Health of 
Urban Poor

•Public private partnership

•Urban health programming

•Policy advocacy

•Focus on Policy Implementation

Agarwal, et al. (2007)
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