


 Examine how the daily uses of spaces within the house contribute in 

shaping the relationship of its inhabitants

 One important rule: environment helps mould and reproduce a 

particular pattern of social relationship

 Meaning can be produced through:

 Positioning and manipulation of objects in a space, and

 In people’s spatial interaction with each other



 Strict unwritten rule about a certain person’s position in the house, may 

be differentiated by:

 Gender; men or women

 Age; old or young

 Marital status; married or unmarried

 Social status; senior or junior

 Relationship with inhabitants; relatives or strangers



 The rules also affect the placement of objects

 Left or right

 Front or back

 High or low

 Inside or outside

 Main dimension used is domestic (inside the house) or public (outside of 

the house)

 Women in Western and Arab societies are mostly oppressed into being 

only in the domestic sphere



 However, SEA societies mostly apply a different view on this 

segregation of living space

 The house, in many tribes, is considered very important

 Some tribes are matrilineal, where women actually own houses and 

other assets

 Men and women are different, but generally acknowledged as 

similar beings, their biology underplayed

 Male/female are considered pairs, not opposites














